
4th June 2021 

Iain Stewart, MP for Milton Keynes South 

Suite 102, 

Milton Keynes Business Centre, 

Foxhunter Drive, 

Linford Wood, 

MK14 6GD 

 

Dear Iain Stewart MP, 

I am writing to you regarding your party’s plans to abandon the 0.7% of GNI target for international 
development spending.  

This month the eyes of the world are on the UK, as we host the G7 summit in Cornwall. The last two 
times the UK has hosted the G7/G8 - in 2005 and in 2013 - we have used our platform on the world 
stage to advocate that the world’s largest economies should meet their obligations to the world’s 
poorest. Yet this year, the Conservatives are shirking from our legal and moral responsibilities, in the 
middle of a global pandemic. This does huge damage to Britain’s reputation. 

In 2019, you stood on a manifesto promise to “proudly maintain our commitment to spend 0.7 per 
cent of GNI on development”. But, despite the commitment you made to the people of Milton 
Keynes South your party has tried to force through a cut to our development spending and 
abandoned the 0.7% target.  

However, now there is an opportunity for you to demonstrate that you will stand by the 
commitment you made in 2019. On Monday 7 June, a vote will likely be held in Parliament on 
whether to reinstate the 0.7% target. If selected, it is of utmost importance that this vote succeeds. 
How you vote will make a huge difference. You could be the person that ensures that the UK does 
meet its commitments to protect millions of the most vulnerable people around the world - from 
war zones like Yemen to supporting girls’ education.  

If you vote to cut our development spending, you will be breaking a promise to your constituents 
and to the world’s poorest. Will you commit to vote to retain the 0.7% target this Monday?  

Liberal Democrats have been making the case for UK development spending for almost sixty years. 
It’s not just the morally right thing to do, it’s the sensible step to take. As the pandemic has taught 
us, we are not safe until we are all safe. That’s why we enshrined the 0.7% target in law in 2015. And 
that’s why all Liberal Democrat MPs will stand by their manifesto promises to their constituents, and 
vote to reinstate the target on 7th June. 

Your fellow Milton Keynes MP Ben Everitt also opposes the plans to reduce the 0.7% target. 

I urge you to do the same - to vote to reinstate the 0.7% target, fulfilling your promise to the people 
of Milton Keynes South and helping millions of people around the world. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Councillor Robin Bradburn, Liberal Democrat Group Leader on Milton Keynes Council 


